WORD OF LIFE: MARCH 2021

Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these materials at any time!

FEATURED THIS MONTH...

Solemnity of the Annunciation: March 25, 2021

In March, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the
Annunciation of the Lord. This feast day helps us to
recognize the gift of new life from its very beginning and
calls us to reflect on how we are to care for, protect, and

Foe s welcome new life—as the Blessed Mother did for the
= m,zz"‘ﬂﬁ MADE HIS DWELLING AMONG US Christ Child.

Our March Action Guide features sample timelines, homily
helps, announcements, activities, and more to assist in
celebrating this solemnity within your parish community.

A reflection exploring the connection between the
Annunciation and the Gospel of Life is available as a
bulletin insert in English and Spanish.

Additional resources, such as an Annunciation novena and

parish webinar recording, are also available at
www.respectlife.org/action-guides.

Anniversary of Evangelium vitae: March 25

March 25" also marks the anniversary of the

papal encyclical Evangelium vitae (The Gospel
f)f I{f€). ‘T.hIS Church teachlng‘ on the Yalue and = The Gospel
inviolability of every human life remains an ' of Life
indispensable source of truth for all people. 7 Bvangelian it

Several resources are available to help you % STUDY GUIDE
observe this anniversary in your parish,
including the Gospel of Life. Compendium and

Study Guide.

Additional resources including bulletin inserts

and graphics are available at
respectlife.org/gospel-of-life.
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http://www.respectlife.org/
https://www.usccb.org/resources/respect-life-action-guide-solemnity-annunciation-lord
https://www.respectlife.org/he-made-his-dwelling-among-us
https://www.usccb.org/resources/bulletin-insert-he-made-his-dwelling-among-us
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/resources/nfp-novenas
https://youtu.be/qqCvkmbkrdo
http://www.respectlife.org/action-guides
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html
https://www.usccb.org/resources/rlp-20-ev-compendium.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/rlp-20-ev-study-guide-final-eng.pdf
https://www.respectlife.org/gospel-of-life

WORD OF LIFE — March 2021

Intercessions for Life

March 7%

For each expectant mother considering abortion:
May the Lord protect her

and give her the grace and resolve

to choose life for her child;

We pray to the Lord:

March 14

For those nearing the end of life:

May they be given the grace to persevere in faith
and place their trust in God,

as they prepare for eternity with Christ;

We pray to the Lord:

March 21%

May all who suffer from the wounds of abortion
be filled with the hope that does not disappoint,
and be healed by Christ;

We pray to the Lord:

March 25%

Inspired by the example of the Blessed Mother,
may we, like Mary, have the courage

to say “yes” to life from conception to natural death;
We pray to the Lord:

March 28

May all mothers facing difficult pregnancies
be lovingly accompanied as they prepare

to encounter Christ anew

through the gift of their children;

We pray to the Lord:

Third Sunday of Lent

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Solemnity of the Annunciation
of the Lord

Palm Sunday of the Passion of Our
Lord
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WORD OF LIFE — March 2021
Bulletin Quotes

In honor of the anniversary of Evangelium vitae, the bulletin quotes for this month all come from this
historic document. Additional artwork is provided for each bulletin quote this month. Please include
the following credit:

Pope Saint John Paul 11, Evangelium vitae. © 1995 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission.

March 7%

“[The Gospel of Life] is therefore meant to be a precise and vigorous
reaffirmation of the value of human life and its inviolability, and at the same
time a pressing appeal addressed to each and every person, in the name of
God: respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life! Only in this
direction will you find justice, development, true freedom, peace and
happiness!” (The Gospel of Life 5)

March 14"

“We are facing an enormous and dramatic clash between good and evil, death
and life, the ‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture of life’. We find ourselves not
only ‘faced with’ but necessarily ‘in the midst of” this conflict: we are all
involved and we all share in it, with the inescapable responsibility of choosing
to be unconditionally pro-life” (The Gospel of Life 28).

March 21%

“To celebrate the Gospel of life means to celebrate the God of life, the God ol 4 A
who gives life... In every child which is born and in every person who lives v e IR aad
or dies we see the image of God’s glory. We celebrate this glory in every

human being, a sign of the living God, an icon of Jesus Christ” (The Gospel of

Life 84). English | Spanish

March 28"

“There is an everyday heroism, made up of gestures of sharing, big or small,

which build up an authentic culture of life... Part of this daily heroism is also

the silent but effective and eloquent witness of all those ‘brave mothers who We thanlk you,
devote themselves to their own family without reserve, who suffer in giving b v
birth to their children and who are ready to make any effort, to face any llgritos -
sacrifice, in order to pass on to them the best of themselves’... We thank you,

heroic mothers, for your invincible love! We thank you for your intrepid trust English | Spanish
in God and in his love. We thank you for the sacrifice of your life” (The

Gospel of Life 86).
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http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/upload/EV-86-photo.png
http://cms.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/upload/EV-86-photo-spn.png
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/upload/EV-84-photo.png
http://cms.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/upload/EV-84-photo-spn.png
https://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/upload/EV-28-photo.png
http://cms.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/upload/EV-28-photo-spn.png
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/upload/EV-5-photo.png
http://cms.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/upload/EV-5-photo-spn.png

WORD OF LIFE — March 2021
Bulletin Art

You are welcome to use these and other downloadable images from the online Respect Life image
gallery, provided they are not altered in any way, other than the size. Thank you!

Sunday, March 7, 2021

Download: English | Spanish

We are entrusted
by God with the
gift of life.

respectlife.org

Sunday, March 21, 2021

o Download: English | Spanish

Behold,
you will conceive
inyour womb
and bear a son,
and you shall

name him Jesus.
Luke 1:31

Sunday, March 28, 2021

» 10 Ways to Support Her When Bulletln BOX: EHQ]]Sh | Spamsh

She’s Unexpectedly Expecting

Read the full version at
respectlifeprogram.org/support-her.

As a mom who had my first baby in college, I know that
an unexpected pregnancy can sometimes bring fear,
shame, and doubt. Perhaps ane of
your friends has become pregnant yo . support
unexpectedly. I encourage you to

support her in her new journey of May be the
being a mother. only support
It's okay if you don’t know the ghe receives.
perfect words to say. Let her know

you are there for her, and ask how

you can support her. Assist her in lining up practical
help. She may not feel she “deserves” to show happiness;
reassure her it's okay (and good) to be happy. Your support
might be the only support she receives. You can make a
difference in her life. Will you?

‘Name changed for privacy. This is a summary of a USCCB Respect
Life Program article by the same name and is reprinted with
permission. © 2019, USCCB, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
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